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Degree Requirements
Master's Degree Requirements
Requirements for a master's degree from UWF are listed below. The
colleges and departments may have requirements which exceed
these minimums. Please consult the individual departments and the
individual program descriptions in this Catalog for details. Minimum
requirements are the following:

• Students must be admitted and enrolled as degree-seeking for
a minimum of one semester at UWF within the last five years of
the date the degree is to be awarded. Students who need to be
readmitted will be required to meet the degree requirements of the
current Catalog;

• Completion of a minimum of 30 semester hours in an approved
program;

• Completion of a minimum of 15 semester hours of coursework at
the 6000 level or above;

• Completion of a minimum of 24 semester hours of credit at UWF.
The department offering the program may require additional
residency; 

• Graduate GPA of a minimum of 3.0, refer to GPA Requirements for
more information;

• Complete degree requirements within six years from the date
the UWF degree is awarded, refer to the Time to Degree
(p. 3) requirement for more information;

• A degree will not be awarded for a student on academic probation
or suspension;

• A maximum of 6 semester hours of credit may be applied toward a
master's degree for successful completion of a thesis (p. 3).

Requirements for Second UWF Graduate
Degree
Requirements listed below are applicable for students who already
hold a graduate degree from UWF or who are pursuing two graduate
degrees simultaneously. Students who have earned a graduate degree
from another institution must meet the requirements listed under
Degree Requirements.

• Graduate students may be candidates for two degrees at UWF.
Candidacy in more than one graduate program may be held in
overlapping time periods. Candidates must meet the conditions of
graduate status stipulated by both departments.

• Since a graduate degree represents a level of attainment, some
(or all) courses included in one graduate program may be used by
another department to satisfy the formal requirements for a second
graduate degree. A minimum of 18 semester hours must be taken
for the second graduate degree which were not a part of the first
degree.

• A degree will not be awarded to a student on academic probation
or suspension.

• Graduate students must be admitted and enrolled as degree-
seeking for a minimum of one semester at UWF within the last five
years of the date the degree is to be awarded. Students who need
to be readmitted will be required to meet the degree requirements
of the current Catalog.

A second graduate degree may not be earned in the same program
area.

Specialist Degree Requirements
To be eligible for an Ed.S. degree, students must meet the following
requirements:

• Specialist students must be admitted and enrolled at UWF for
a minimum of one semester as degree-seeking in the degree
program for which a degree is awarded;

• Submit an approved degree plan which includes at least 30
semester hours;

• Completion of a minimum of 9 semester hours of coursework at the
7000 level in the Curriculum and Instruction Specialist program.
The remainder will be at the 5000-6000 level except when specific
waivers have been obtained;

• Completion of a minimum of 30 semester hours of credit at UWF.
The department offering the program may require additional
residency;

• No more than six semester hours may be transferred from
another institution that were earned within five years of the date of
admission to the specialist program;

• Specialist GPA of a minimum of 3.0;

• All degree requirements must be completed within seven years
from the date of admission;

• Be recommended for graduation by the departmental chairperson;

• A degree will not be awarded for a student on academic probation
or suspension;

• Specialist students must enroll as degree-seeking for a minimum
of one semester at UWF within the last five years of the date the
degree is to be awarded. Students should contact their program
of study advisor to determine the minimum hours and courses
in which to enroll. Students who need to be readmitted will be
required to meet the degree requirements of the current Catalog.

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) Curriculum
and Instruction (C&I) Degree
Requirements
For detailed information, refer to the policies and procedures available
on the Curriculum and Instruction Ed.D. Program Catalog page. To
be eligible for an Ed.D. C&I degree, a student must meet the following
requirements:

• Complete an approved degree plan with a minimum number of
hours as identified in the program of study. Complete the residency
requirement: Students establish residency when they enroll in
at least 24 semester hours in two consecutive academic years
(includes summer sessions). The unit head monitors and verifies
student compliance with the provisions of this requirement;

• Complete all requirements to advance candidacy;

• Have maintained a minimum institutional program GPA of 3.25
with no grades lower than a B in any coursework. Successfully
complete and orally defend a dissertation;

• Be recommended for graduation by the doctoral dissertation
committee, chair of the department, and the Dean of the School of
Education;

• Complete all degree requirements within seven years from the date
of admission;

• Be in good standing.

https://catalog.uwf.edu/graduate/academicpolicies/grades/#gparequirementstext
https://catalog.uwf.edu/graduate/edd/
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Ed.D. C&I Dissertation
Dissertations are to be prepared in accordance with the specifications
given in the Dissertation Template and the Structural Guidelines
for Traditional Proposals and Dissertations provided in the UWF
Education Doctorate Resources. Deadlines for submission of
dissertations to the Graduate School can be found on the Graduate
School page under Thesis and Dissertations.

Doctoral candidates are required to register for a minimum of 15
semester hours of dissertation coursework. Candidates are required to
register for a minimum of 1 semester hour of dissertation coursework
each consecutive semester. Once the doctoral committee has
approved the dissertation, the candidate must continue to register for
1 credit hour per semester until the dissertation is approved by the
Graduate School and submitted to ProQuest.

Failure to register for the appropriate dissertation coursework for 3
consecutive semesters will result in the candidate having to reapply
to the program, subject to the policies and procedures in effect at that
time. Students who do not maintain continuous registration after the
dissertation has been approved by the dissertation committee will be
charged for 1 semester hour of dissertation credit per semester for
each semester during the time they were not continuously registered.

Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) Instructional
and Performance Technology (IPT)
Degree Requirements
For detailed information, refer to the policies and procedures available
on the Ed.D. IPT Program web page. To be eligible for an Ed.D. IPT
degree, a student must meet the following requirements:

• Complete an approved degree plan with a minimum number of
hours as identified in the program of study. Transfer credits are not
allowed.

• Complete the program’s three required residencies. See the Ed.D
IPT catalog page for residency details.

• Have maintained a minimum institutional program GPA of 3.25 with
no grades lower than a B in any coursework counted toward the
degree.

• Successfully complete and orally defend a dissertation-in-practice.

• Doctoral students must enroll as degree-seeking for a minimum
of one semester at UWF within the last five years of the date the
degree is to be awarded. Students should contact their program
of study advisor to determine the minimum hours and courses
in which to enroll. Students who need to be readmitted will be
required to meet the degree requirements of the current Catalog.

• Be in good standing.

Ed.D. IPT Dissertation-in-Practice
Students in the Ed.D. in IPT program will complete a Dissertation-in-
Practice, which is a dissertation study focused on resolving a complex
problem embedded in a practical setting. Dissertations-in-Practice
are to be prepared in accordance with the specifications given in the
Dissertation Template and the Structural Guidelines. All dissertations
must be produced in electronic format. Deadlines for submission of
dissertations to the Graduate School can be found on the Graduate
School page under Thesis and Dissertations.

Doctoral candidates are required to register for a minimum of
18 semester hours of dissertation coursework. The dissertation
coursework consists of a minimum of three consecutive semesters
of registration in dissertation-in-practice credit hours. Students must

also complete two doctoral seminars and attend three in-person
residencies. The residencies require students to come to the main
campus in Pensacola for 2-3 days of planned learning experiences.
The first residency serves as an orientation to the program and the
university and takes place at the beginning of the first semester of
coursework. The second residency takes place at the beginning of the
second year of coursework and consists of skill-building workshops
and student presentations. The third residency takes place at the end
of the second year in the program. It coincides with the completion of
the coursework portion of the program and prepares students for the
upcoming year of dissertation-in-practice credit hours.

Students are expected to maintain continuous enrollment throughout
the doctoral program. They earn advanced standing upon successful
defense of the dissertation-in-practice proposal and doctoral
candidacy upon successful defense of the post-analysis findings
and recommendations. The unique nature of the Ed.D. in IPT, where
students work on some components of the dissertation-in-practice
during coursework, makes it impossible for us to accept transfer credits
in this program.

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Degree
Requirements
To be eligible for a Ph.D. degree, a student must meet the following
requirements.

• Students must be admitted and enrolled at UWF for a minimum of
one semester as degree-seeking in the degree program for which
a degree is awarded.

• Complete the minimum number of semester hours as identified in
the program of study.

• Complete all requirements to advance to candidacy as identified in
the program of study.

• Maintain a minimum institutional program GPA of 3.25.

• Successfully complete and orally defend a dissertation.

• A degree will not be awarded for a student on academic probation
or suspension.

• Doctoral students must enroll as degree-seeking for a minimum
of one semester at UWF within the last five years of the date the
degree is to be awarded. Students who need to be readmitted
will be required to meet the degree requirements of the current
Catalog.

Transfer of Credit
The department chairperson for the graduate program to which
an applicant applies has ultimate authority in determining which
courses are applicable toward the requirements for that degree at
UWF.

Graduate transfer credits, including those from a previously earned
graduate degree, may be transferred upon the approval of the
student’s academic department. Graduate credits may be transferred
from an institution whose accrediting agency is included on the list of
approved accrediting agencies only when a grade of “B” or higher was
earned in the graduate work to be transferred and when the credits
were completed within three years of the date of admission, but no
more than seven years at the point of graduation. 
  
Students entering the program with a previously earned approved
graduate degree are eligible to transfer a maximum of six semester
hours of graduate coursework from another institution. Students who
do not hold a relevant graduate degree in an approved area may apply

https://uwf.edu/graduate/academics-research/graduate-dissertation-submission/
https://catalog.uwf.edu/graduate/instructionaldesignandtechnology/#text
https://catalog.uwf.edu/graduate/instructionaldesignandtechnology/#text
https://uwf.edu/graduate/academics-research/graduate-dissertation-submission/
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a maximum of 24 semester hours of relevant graduate coursework
from another institution toward the 30 hours of preparatory coursework
requirement.

The program director’s permission is required for the credits to be
accepted. Students may petition for a greater number of hours to be
credited to the Ph.D. program. Exceptions on transfer work will be
determined by the Ph.D. Program Director and must be approved by
the Graduate School.

UWF List of Approved Accrediting Agencies for Acceptance of
Transfer Credit

• Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges
(ACCJC) Western Association of Schools and College

• Higher Learning Commission (HLC)

• Middle States Commission of Higher Education (MSCHE)

• New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE)

• Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU)

• Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges (SACSCOC)

• WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC)

Time to Degree
Master’s Degrees & Graduate Certificates
All coursework (including transferred credit) must be completed within
six years from the date the UWF degree is awarded. The department
may recommend that UWF and transferred courses which are older
than six years be included in the student’s program of study if the
department validates that the student has current knowledge related to
the course subject matter.

Specialist & Doctoral Degrees
All coursework (including transferred credit) must be completed within
three years from the date of admission to UWF but no more than
than seven years at the point of graduation. The department may
recommend that UWF and transferred courses which are older than
the seven years be included in the student's program of study if the
department validates that the student has current knowledge related to
the course subject matter.

*Faculty Senate 2/19/10

Degree Audit System
Degree Works will identify and track all graduation requirements for
each degree at the University. Students may check their individual
progress toward degree completion by reviewing their degree audit,
which is available in MyUWF. The degree audit is used for the final
graduation check and a completed audit is required before a degree is
awarded.

Comprehensive or General Examination
Most departments require a written and/or oral general examination.
The examination may be an initial diagnostic or a final comprehensive
examination over the student's field of study. Students must pass any
examination required by the department to be recommended for a
graduate degree.

Thesis and Dissertation Requirements
Theses and dissertations are to be prepared in accordance with
the specifications given in the UWF Thesis and Dissertation
Guide prepared by and available in the Graduate School. All

documents must be produced in electronic format (unless a hard copy
is required by the individual department). Deadlines for submission
to the Graduate School are posted on the Graduate School's Thesis
Submission page and Dissertation Submission page.

Students should consult the current Graduate Catalog for the special
requirements of the individual program to determine whether a thesis/
dissertation or alternative is required. A maximum of 6 semester hours
of credit may be applied toward a master's degree for successful
completion of a thesis. The maximum number of semester hours to
be applied toward a doctoral degree for successful completion of a
dissertation is dependent on the doctoral program. After registering
for the first thesis or dissertation credit, graduate students must be
continuously enrolled each semester (excluding summer) until the final
draft is approved by the Graduate School and all degree requirements
have been completed. Failure to register for thesis/dissertation hours
for 3 consecutive semesters will result in the student having to reapply
to the program, subject to the policies and procedures in effect at that
time.  Students who do not maintain continuous enrollment will be
charged for 1 semester hour of credit per semester for each semester
during the time they were not continuously registered.

A grade of "G" (Deferred) will be given for each thesis or dissertation
course taken in which the student is making sufficient progress
toward completing their thesis/dissertation. Once the final draft has
been approved by the Graduate School and submitted to ProQuest,
the grade for those courses will be changed to "S" (Satisfactory). A
"G" grade may remain indefinitely if for any reason the student does
not complete the thesis/dissertation. A grade of "U" (Unsatisfactory)
may be given to one or multiple courses if the student fails to make
sufficient progress toward completion, as determined by the student's
Thesis or Dissertation Chairperson.

Advancement to Candidacy
Advancement to candidacy may be required by some departments.
This is a separate step from admission to graduate studies. Students
are responsible for determining the requirements in each area of study
by consulting with the department chairperson.

Substitution of Graduation
Requirements for Students with
Disabilities
Under UWF SA-09.04, students requesting a course substitution
or modification based upon their disability must complete a
Semester Accommodation Request with the Student Accessibility
Resources office (formerly the Student Disability Resource Center -
SDRC) in order to utilize approved accommodations. Additionally, for
consideration of a course substitution for graduation requirements, a
student must submit a Request for Course Substitution/Modification
Form (RCSM). This form initiates a course substitution/modification
review process. The Director will sign the RCSM form and provide a
letter either supporting or not supporting the requested accommodation
to the appropriate committee for review.

https://my.uwf.edu/
https://uwf.edu/media/university-of-west-florida/graduate/thesisdissertation-/UWF-Thesis-and-Dissertation-Guide.pdf
https://uwf.edu/media/university-of-west-florida/graduate/thesisdissertation-/UWF-Thesis-and-Dissertation-Guide.pdf
https://uwf.edu/graduate/academics-research/graduate-thesis-submission/
https://uwf.edu/graduate/academics-research/graduate-thesis-submission/
https://uwf.edu/graduate/academics-research/graduate-dissertation-submission/
https://uwf.edu/offices/board-of-trustees/policies/
https://uwf.edu/academic-engagement-and-student-affairs/departments/student-accessibility-resources/
https://uwf.edu/academic-engagement-and-student-affairs/departments/student-accessibility-resources/

